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CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Mark Bedle called the Washington Township Parks & Recreation 
Parks (PRB) Meeting to order at 6:00 PM, at the Washington Township Meeting 
Room.  
 
ROLL CALL 

 
The following PRB members were present: Tara Christman, Dwayne Henne, Dave 
Laxx, Fangyuan Ge and Mark Bedle. Board of Supervisor Romnie Long was 
present at the meeting. Three residents were present at the meeting. Absent 
Members: None 
 
TAPING OF MEETING 

 
It was noted that the PRB Secretary is keeping a handwritten record of the meeting. 
Bill Piersol, 481 Weinsteiger Road, Bechtelsville, PA, 19505, was also noted taping 
the meeting. 
 

REORGANIZATION MEETING CONVENES 
 
TEMPORARY OFFICERS 
 
1) Tara Christman made a motion to appoint Dwyane Henne as temporary 

Chairperson in order to receive nominations for the position of Chairperson of 
the PRB for 2026. Dave Laxx seconded the motion. Ayes – all members.  
 

2) Mark Bedle made a motion to appoint Mark Bedle as temporary Secretary to 
record nominations for Chairperson of the PRB. Dwyane Henne seconded the 
motion. Ayes – all members.  
 

3) Dave Laxx made a motion to close the nominations. Fangyuan Ge seconded 
the motion. Ayes – all members.  

 
 
NOMINATIONS FOR CHAIRPERSON 
 
1) The meeting was opened to nominations for Chairperson of the Parks & 

Recreation Board. Dave Laxx nominated Mark Bedle as Chairperson of the 
Parks & Recreation Board for 2026. There were no additional nominations.  

 
2) Mark Bedle made a motion to close the nominations. Fangyuan Ge seconded 

the motion. Ayes – all members. 
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MARK BEDLE IS DECLARED CHAIRPERSON OF THE PARKS & 
RECREATION BOARD FOR 2026. 
 
NOMINATIONS FOR VICE-CHAIRPERSON 
 
3) The meeting was opened to nominations for Vice-Chairperson of the Parks & 

Recreation Board. Fangyuan Ge nominated Tara Christman as Vice-
Chairperson of the Parks & Recreation Board for 2026. Dave Laxx nominated 
Dwyane Henne as Vice-Chairperson of the Parks & Recreation Board for 2026. 
There were no additional nominations. 

 
4) Mark Bedle made a motion to close the nominations. Fangyuan Ge seconded 

the motion. Ayes – all members.  
 Ayes for Tara Christman – 2 
 Ayes for Dwyane Henne – 3 
 
DWYANE HENNE IS DECLARED VICE-CHAIRPERSON OF THE PARKS & 
RECREATION BOARD FOR 2026. 
 
NOMINATIONS FOR SECRETARY 
 
5) The meeting is open to nominations for Secretary of the Parks & Recreation 

Board. Fangyuan Ge nominated Tara Christman as Secretary of the Parks & 
Recreation Board for 2026. Dwyane Henne nominated Mark Bedle as 
Secretary of the Parks & Recreation Board for 2026. There were no additional 
nominations. 

 
6) Dave Laxx made a motion to close the nominations. Dwayne Henne seconded 

the motion. Ayes – all members.  
 Ayes for Tara Christman – 2 
 Ayes for Mark Bedle – 3 
  

MARK BEDLE IS DECLARED SECRETARY OF THE PARKS & RECREATION 
BOARD FOR 2026. 

 
At this point the meeting was turned over to the newly elected Chairperson of the 
Parks & Recreation Board. 
 
ACTIONS THAT ARE NEEDED AT REORGANIZATION MEETING 

 
1) Tara Christman made a motion to re-adopt the Washington Township Parks & 

Recreation Board’s Bylaws & Rules of Procedure. The motion was seconded 
by Dwayne Henne. Ayes – all members. 
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2) Mark Bedle made a motion to affirm that the Parks & Recreation Board Meeting 
Minutes are the official report from the Parks & Recreation Board to the 
Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors. The motion was seconded 
by Dave Laxx. Ayes – all members.  

 
REGULAR MEETING CONVENES 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A motion was made by Dave Laxx and seconded by Dwyane Henne to approve 
the draft meeting minutes for the December 9, 2025, PRB meeting.  

 
Ayes – Dave Laxx, Tara Christman, Fangyuan Ge, Dwayne Henne & Mark Bedle 
Nays - None 
Abstentions – None 

  
SPECIAL REQUEST 

  
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
• Comprehensive Plan Goals 2025 – Mark Bedle gave a brief overview of the 

updated 2025 comprehensive plan goals spreadsheet.  
• Special Committees – Mark Bedle requested that Tara Christman head a 

budgets special committee for the PRB. Tara Christman requested that another 
member of the board be assigned to the committee. Fangyuan Ge agreed to 
also be a member of the budget committee. Tara Christman requested the any 
budget spreadsheets available be forward to her attention.  

• Wetlands / Trail Maps – Tara Christman raised concerns about the wetlands 
that are located at the WTP and that an additional professional survey(s) would 
be necessary before any recreational facilities could be install in the area of the 
wetlands.  

 
EVENT STATUS 
 
• 2026 Event Planning & Schedule – Mark Bedle offered that the Easter egg hunt  

and doggie egg hunt could occur on March 28, 2026, between 11am and 12pm. 
It was discussed having two separate events for young and older kids and also 
doing the dog event separate from the kid events. Mark Bedle offered to bring 
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a budget to the February meeting. It was also discussed about holding a winter 
bon fire at the BCP. Mark Bedle stated that he is still waiting to hear back from 
Dallas Tree Service to see if they could assist. Tara Christman mentioned that 
inside yoga would be a good event for our older residents. Romnie Long also 
mentioned that bingo would be a good event.   

 
SUBDIVISION AND OPEN SPACE REVIEW 
 
• 1606 Main Street Recreation Revised Plan Review – Mark Bedle gave a brief 

overview of the January 1, 2026, draft recommendation letter. Tara Christman 
made a motion to approve the draft letter for submission to the BOS and PC. 
Dave Laxx seconded the motion. Ayes – all members.   

 
RECREATION FUND & GRANTS 
 
• 2026 Recreation Budget – Not discussed 
• 2026 Spring Grant Projects – Mark Bedle stated that the Township received a 

$200,000  LSA grant for the WTP Playground Upgrade Project. That total 
project cost is approximately $385,000 and Mark Bedle stated that the PRB 
should recommend to the Township to pursue a DCNR C2P2 grant to obtain 
the necessary project funding. Tara Christman made a motion to recommend 
to the BOS that they apply for the DCNR C2P2 grant. Fangyuan Ge seconded 
the motion. Ayes – all members.  

• Current Grant Status – The current grant status spreadsheet was provided to 
the members.  

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
• Colebrookdale Rail-to-Trail – Tara Christman reiterated that her understanding 

is the railroad company has easements up to Mill Street in Bechtelsville, PA.    
• Edison Walk Trail Easement – Tabled until resolution of the sewer relocation. 
• Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance – Mark Bedle gave a brief 

overview of the draft recommendation letter. Key items included bringing 
SALDO up to compliance with the PA MPC, increase rec fees and add a 
commercial rec fee and update other section based on recommendations in 
our comprehensive parks plan. Dwayne Henne made a motion to approve the 
draft letter for submission to the BOS and PC. Dave Laxx seconded the motion. 
Ayes – all members.   

• Park and Recreation Board Ordinance – No Action  
• BCP – Barto Reserve/Aqua PA Trail Easement – Mark Bedle stated that this is 

moving forward. 
• BCP - Padre Pio Trail Easement – Tara Christmas raised concerns with what 

cost would be incurred by the residents for this trail. She also suggested that 
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the PRB/Township needs to understand what the long-term costs are for 
maintenance of any trails installed in the Township.   

• BCP – Kiosk Replacement Project – Mark Bedle stated that the materials have 
been purchase and are awaiting delivery to the scout.  

• BCP – Barto Trail Replacement – No Action 
• BCP – Meadowbrook Connector Trail Project – No Action 
• BCP – Master Plan Project – Mark Bedle discussed the two proposals 

submitted by Chester Valley Engineers (RFB proposal dated September 12, 
2025 and addendum proposal dated December 9, 2025) and asked for a 
motion to present these proposals to the BOS for their consideration. Dave 
Laxx made a motion to present the CVE proposals to the BOS for their 
consideration. Dwyane Henne seconded the motion. Ayes – Dave Laxx, Mark 
Bedle, Dwyane Henne and Fangyuan Ge. Nays – Tara Christman. The motion 
passed.  

• WTP - Niantic Road Pedestrian Improvement Project  - Mark Bedle gave a brief 
updated on the project to the PRB members.  

• WTP - Wetlands Study – Copies of the Kutztown University student reports 
were included in the agenda packet.  

• WTP – Master Plan Project – It was discussed to hold off on doing the WTP 
Master Plan until possibly 2026 (after the BCP mater plan is completed).  

• Current Social Pages’ Status and Advertisements – No Action 
 

BOS REPORTS & RECOMMENDATION LETTERS 
 

• Draft January 22, 2026, Parks & Recreation Board Report. All members agreed 
to submit the report as drafted.  

• Draft 1606 Main Street Development Review Letter, dated January 1, 2026. 
Discussed earlier in the meeting.  

• Draft SALDO Revision Letter, dated January 1, 2026. Discussed earlier in the 
meeting.  

 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The next Board of Supervisors workshop meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, February 12, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. and the next regular meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, January 22, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 

 
The next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
February 5, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 
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NEXT MEETING 
 

The next PRB meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 10, 2026, at 
7:00 p.m. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
A motion was made by Tara Christman and seconded by Fangyuan Ge to adjourn 
the January 13, 2026, PRB meeting at approximately 8:45 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 
 
Mark D. Bedle  
PRB Secretary  

 
 


