
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 
February 11, 2026 

  
CALL TO ORDER 
Vice Chairperson Tara Christman called the EAC meeting to order at 7pm, in the 
township meeting room 
  
ROLL CALL 
EAC members present: Tara Christman, Barbra Dunn, Bill Peirsol, Julia Smith 
Others present: Board of Supervisor Romnie Long, and 2 members of the public. 
  
TAPING OF MEETING 
Secretary Barb Dunn and Bill Peirsol EAC Committee member taped the meeting.  

  
 PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Romnie brought with her 2 of her agility friends that may be interested in joining 
or helping out EAC.  We would gladly welcome them!! 

 Wildlife Rehab center nearby that perhaps we can reach out before Fall fest for 
donations  

 Recycling center closed this past Saturday due to extreme cold.  Message 
posted on Facebook. Duane called all volunteers to inform them.  It’s been 
postponed until this Saturday.  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Approved by Bill, second by Tara 

 NEW BUSINESS 

Recycling Center –  

 Bill is comfortable with how things are progressing with the center.  Contact list 
should be readily available and perhaps an Emergency Contact in the event 
someone gets hurt. Add it to the waiver form might make better sense.  

 Grant Info / Financials – Flow of receipts to financials.  Need to track this.  8 
years history is enough.  

 Aluminum Cans - we have a contract with Cougles however the cans are not 
going to them.  We lost out on the performance grant due to lost  tonnage of this 
as income.  How is this managed?   

 Cardboard – gets bailed.  Should this go to Cougles as well?   
 Bill P to reach out to Cougles to gather more information (they will take, 

won’t take).   
o Also, where does all of our recycling goes, to whom, who does pick 

up.  What is the process for tires, batteries, TV’s, etc. Doesn’t make sense 
to pay Cougles $183.month. We made $247 in Aluminum cans. 



Cardboard is a similar issue.  If Douglas/Montgomery can pick up our 
cardboard on their way that’d be great. Recycling is costing the township 
money. How is tonnage calculated?  It’s believed we pay Cougles by the 
bin not by tonnage.  They come once a month(?) 

 Washington Township gets recycling grants. Not much.  Need to find ways 
to cut costs, make money and avoid added costs. We need to get all the 
financials associated with Recycling which Julia can do with her 
accounting background.  

 This past weekend, garbage mixed in with recycling products– plastics, glass, 
actual trash, chemicals.  We need to think about: Township Residents only, 
(charging for certain products?),  

 Bill to speak with volunteers on what we can take, we can’t take and how 
we are losing money. There’s a need to keep this going but not lose 
money.   Inform folks we cannot take certain things.  (Enforcement = 
Garbage Police). Bill to educate the volunteers.  

 Budget item for $30,000 is for radios and should not be part of recycling 
expenses.  It should be moved.  

 
SUBDIVISION AND OPEN SPACE REVIEW 

 SALDO – Main Street Tot Lot, why is this needed if this is an age restricted 
area.  Planning Committee reviewing new developments. Open space anything 
less than 5 acres may ask for a fee in lieu instead.  Private open spaces are 
separate.  Rules stand for public spaces: no drinking, no parties, no fireworks, 
however some complaints came up and were told to file a formal 
complaint.  Focus needs to provide a wooded area (small spaces) for animals, 
etc.  Even a meadow would suffice.  Tara suggested reaching out to other orgs 
that have this type of layout, discussing ways to determine what is good for your 
township. The Planning Committee will review current open spaces.  

 EAC to be involved early in the plans of future development.  New carwash plans 
to use sewer for water drainage and not recycle. No official plans submitted 
yet.  Valley Run would likely supply car wash with water but has an issue with fire 
hydrants now.    

 New playground – Hauling and dumping of old equipment is $6000 – Tara will 
ask if this can go through scrap recycling.  It’s all metal but may be cemented in 
which could be why the cost is so high.  

 Subdivision at Barto – proposed a land swap – wooded area suggested walking 
trails.  No official plans yet but something we need to review.  The red part on 
plans shown would be owned by the township.  Minefields exist here.  Study was 
done 2 years ago. The public wants more walking trails. Township is looking at 
this. Barto Road connects to the rail road bed to Stauffer Rd.  The walking trail 
needs to be permeable.  Dead trees are not all bad.  EAC to review and perhaps 
engage Berks Nature. Walk the trail Boyertown committee that Tara attends is a 
good source of info as Kutztown college holds wetland delineation 
reviews.  Boyertown is trying to get Kutztown input for them.   

 Area of land – Jerry Silverman (on EAC at one time, on planning committee for 
Douglas/Berks He owns property here, Berks Nature accepted a donation from 



him which is 20 acres.  Tara invited him to speak with us in the future to discuss 
what he did.  He invited anyone interested to take a tour of his land.   

 Romnie – asked EAC to take a look at Ordinance for Data Centers. There is a 
concern with damaging the environment, water depletion, power depletion, noise 
levels, etc. There’s a property being split now 1+ acre for the house, the other 
remaining acres are not designated.  The planning commission received Joan’s 
report however they haven't responded.  Barb to bring this up to the SVV 
Community. Tara to email Planning and obtain a copy and send it to the EAC 
committee for comment.  

 
OLD BUSINESS 
None 
  
ACTION ITEMS 

 Update Volunteer / Waiver form for emergency contact.  
 Bill to have a Recycling Team Meeting to talk about rejecting unwanted waste.  
 Bill P to reach out to Cougles to gather more information 
 Tara to obtain financial history details, Julia to create a working financial 

spreadsheet that we can follow, update and refer to ongoing.   
 There is a $30k charge for radios we need to move out of EAC expenses.  

 Romnie asked EAC to review the Data Center Ordinance and offer 
input.  Extremely environmentally dangerous. The Planning Commission 
received the draft already.  Our opinion would be great before the next planning 
meeting. Tara to forward EAC members a copy of the ordinance draft.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Next BOS meeting is February 26, 2026 
 
NEXT MEETING 
March 11th 7pm 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
Tara Christman made a motion to adjourn, Bill Peirsol 
second, All ayes.  
 


