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WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

February 5, 2026 
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman, Carl Schaeffer called the Planning Commission Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, February 5, 2026, at the Washington Township Municipal Building. The 
meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present:  Chairman, Carl Schaeffer, Daniel Stauffer, Frank 
Gehringer, Mark Bedle, Jennifer Cunningham, Mike Ewing, and Russ Drabick. John 
Weber representing LTL Consultants, Solicitor, Joan London, and Treasurer, Missy 
Swanson. There were nine (9) members of the public in attendance this evening. 
 
REAPPOINTMENT OF PLANNING COMMISSION SECRETARY 
FOR 2026: 
A motion to reappoint Lisa Boyer as Secretary for the Planning Commission for the year 
2026 was made by Dan Stauffer and seconded by Mark Bedle.  All Ayes. 
 
TAPING OF MEETING 
The meeting was recorded as an aid in the preparation of the minutes. It was noted 
resident Tara Christman was also taping the meeting this evening. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FOR REORGANIZATION 
MEETING ON JANUARY 8, 2026 
A motion was made by Mark Bedle and seconded by Mike Ewing to approve the 
minutes as prepared for the January 8, 2026, Reorg Planning Commission meeting. 
 All ayes 
 Jennifer Cunningham – abstained. 
 
SPECIAL REQUEST  
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
SUBDIVISION REVIEW 
Rose Gross Minor Subdivision First Review 
The plan consists of subdivision of an existing 11.806-acre property with frontage on 
Route 100 and Hoffmansville Road into two lots.  No new construction is proposed at 
this time. Referring to LTL Letter dated January 23, 2006, the following was discussed: 
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Item 3. On Zoning Compliance:  John Aston would like to do testing by a soil scientist on 
house lot (which contains bedrock) that shows over 3 ½ feet from depth of bed rock. If 
they can show this then they will not have to apply the adjusted tract area in accordance 
with Section 131.32.A (1). John Weber has agreed to this testing.  
 
Item 5. On Land Development Ordinance:  A motion was made by Mark Bedle to 
approve a DEP Planning Wavier and Non-Building Declaration and seconded by 
Russ Drabick. All Ayes.  
 
Item 6. On Land Development Ordinance: It was decided an easement is not needed for 
the stormwater ditch and holding pond which is dry (to be called Dry Pond on the plans) 
on Lot 2.  
 
Item 7. On Land Development Ordinance: John Weber will investigate whether PADOT 
is requiring additional Right of Way for Route 100.  
 
Item 8. On Land Development Ordinance: John Aston will be submitting a revised 
waiver request letter to not require street widening.  
 
Item 9. On Land Development Ordinance:  John Aston will put a note on the plan 
regarding a PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit for Lot 2.  
 
Item 10, 11, 13, 14. On Land Development Ordinance. John Aston asked for a waiver for 
curbs, sidewalks, street trees, and buffer screens. The Planning Commission agreed to the 
waiver.  
 
Item 16.  On Land Development Ordinance. Regarding the need for a cross-access 
easement or removal of a portion of the paving, John Aston will put a note on the plan 
that if Lot 2 gets sold then a portion – 10 feet - of the paving will have to be removed.  
 
 
Reserve at Barto Plan - revised 1/8/2625 
Mr. Jim D’Angelo, Prestige Development and Sean McGranaham, PE from Van Cleef 
Engineering Associates, were present this evening to request recommendation to the 
Board of Supervisors for final plan approval.  
 
Concerns were raised by John Weber as to whether the sewer will be private or dedicated 
to the township. The BOS has requested that the sewer not be dedicated to the township. 
John Weber agrees to a Blanket Easement for the private sewer.  
 
Trail Easement – Mr. D’Angelo is asking for three years for a Blanket Easement over 
common area for the trail easement plans.  
 
System Design Engineering letter dated January 30, 2026, Item A1. General Review 
regarding the 32 EDU’s not available. This item was made in error and should be 
disregarded. The township has given the plan the 32 EDU’s needed.  
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Regarding the Potential risk associated with the possible mine shafts, Joan London stated 
she has a draft HOA document that contains a disclaimer regarding the potential land 
mine issues. A geological study was conducted and determined the study is adequate. 
Dan Stauffer has a concern with putting a parking lot on top of potential land mine shafts.  
 
Transfer of the Property items from LTL letter dated January 29, 2026, dictates Jim 
D’Angelo will prepare the deeds for Joan London’s review.  
 
John Weber needs a review of the water supply plan from Aqua. Aqua supplied a service 
letter, but a final review letter is needed.  
 
Regarding Final Plan Approval. John Weber stated that Matt Peleshcak would like to see 
one more submittal specifically for Sanitary Sewer Review Item #5 on System Design 
letter dated January 30, 2026, regarding the fire access having impacts to the existing 
sanitary sewer main. Jim D’Angelo has trouble with this Item #5 and needs to be 
discussed with System Design Engineering. John Weber needs to receive a review on the 
water supply from Aqua.  The Final Plan approval was denied at this time.  
 
SUBDIVISION EXTENSIONS  
A motion was made by Dan Stauffer and seconded by Mike Ewing to recommend 
granting the following subdivision extension: 
 All ayes 
 

Kate’s Place      02/25/26 – 08/24/26 
 

A motion was made by Dan Stauffer and seconded by Mike Ewing to recommend 
granting the following subdivision extension: 
 All ayes 
 

Rose A Gross      03/04/26 – 06/02/26. 
 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS  
PRB Proposed SALDO Amendments Letter – dated 01/14/26: 
PRB is proposing the Township Supervisors amend Chapter 107-28 Open Space 
ordinance to bring it in compliance and be updated.  It was decided after much discussion 
that this letter is to be redone by the PRB and be represented to the Planning Commission 
for review later.  
 
Solicitor Conflict of Interest Discussion Request:  
Dan Stauffer presented the request that there be a different solicitor for the Planning 
Commission than from the Board of Supervisors stating the he feels having the same 
solicitor for the BOS and Planning Commission can present a potential conflict of interest 
for the solicitor.   A motion was made by Dan Stauffer to recommend to the Board of 
Supervisors to acquire a second attorney for the Planning Commission different from the 
Board of Supervisors. No Second motion so the motion dies on the floor.  
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COMMUNICATIONS 
PRB – 1606 Main St. Land Development Review Letter – dated 01/14/26. This letter was 
sent to Mr. Mingey. The Planning Commission will address this letter with Mr. Mingey 
when he is present.  
 
BCCD – 1606 Main St. LDP Technical Deficiency Letter – dated 01/7/26. This letter 
needs to be addressed with the Berks County Conservation District before they issue their 
permit.  
 
BOS Meeting Minutes dated December 18, 2025 
 
PRB Meeting Minutes dated December 9, 2025 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The next Board of Supervisors Workshop Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 
12, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. (if needed) 
 
The next Regular Board of Supervisors Meeting is scheduled for Thursday February 26, 
2026, at 7:00 p.m.    
 
The next PRB Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 10, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The next EAC Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next Planning Commission Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 5, 2026, 
at 7:00 p.m.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Mark Bedle and seconded by Russ Drabick to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:35 p.m. 
 All ayes 
 
       
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
     Missy Swanson 

Treasurer 


